
The Honorable Harris Sherman 
Undersecretary for Natural Resources and Environment 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, DC  20250 
 
Mr. Tom Tidwell 
Chief 
United States Forest Service 
1401 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, DC  20250-0003 
 
         January 5, 2012 
 
Dear Undersecretary Sherman and Chief Tidwell, 
 
We are writing to express our strong support for the Community Forest and Open Space 
Conservation Program (“Community Forest Program”) that was authorized in Title VIII, 
Section 8002 of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008.  The Community 
Forest Program will provide matching funds to help local government entities, Indian 
tribes, and non-profit organizations create new community forests that foster deep, close 
to home connections between people and the great outdoors.  We appreciate your 
successful efforts over the past year to get this program implemented through 
rulemaking.  Now we eagerly await the release of a Request for Proposals from U.S. 
Forest Service State and Private Forestry for already appropriated funding, and urge that 
this move forward as quickly as possible.   
 
We are also grateful for the strong support for the Community Forest Program in the 
President’s FY2012 budget request for the U.S. Forest Service.  We urge you to continue 
this support by including at least $5 million for the Community Forest Program in the 
President’s FY2013 budget request for the agency.  This should include funding for the 
states to administer the program and to provide technical assistance as directed in the 
program’s authorizing language. 
 
As the Obama Administration implements the America’s Great Outdoors Initiative 
(AGO), the Community Forest Program can help meet the AGO goal to increase 
opportunities for Americans to connect with forests in their own communities.  The 
widespread loss of private forests to non-forest uses is working against this goal: the U.S. 
Forest Service report Private Forests, Public Benefits projects that 57 million acres of 
America’s private forests could experience a substantial increase in housing density by 
2030.   
 
The Community Forest Program will help conserve threatened forestlands that meet 
locally-identified community needs for natural resource protection, economic 
development, and public connections to the land.  Community forests, whether owned by 
a local government, Indian tribe, or non-profit organization, have a strong track record of 
engaging a broad range of citizens in forest conservation, stewardship, and governance.  



Where situated near federal and state lands, establishment of community forests can 
foster new collaboration across boundaries to achieve landscape-level management 
objectives.   
 
We share the strong commitment in AGO to reconnecting young people with our forests.  
Community forests are in many areas situated close to schools and community centers, 
creating convenient access to forests that can become a natural classroom and 
playground.  Establishing new community forests will help develop a broader 
appreciation for the importance of our country’s forests among youth and citizens of all 
ages. 
 
A strong investment in the new Community Forest Program as part of the President’s 
FY2013 budget request for the U.S. Forest Service will help local governments, Indian 
tribes, and non-profits to play a larger leadership role in conservation and stewardship of 
the forested landscape.  We expect very strong demand for the already appropriated 
funding and anticipated FY2012 appropriations.  This new funding in FY2013 would 
help continue to meet demand, and build future interest.  Thank you for your 
consideration of this request, and please do not hesitate to contact any of us for more 
information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kathy DeCoster  
Director of Federal Affairs 
The Trust for Public Land  
Washington, DC  
 
Rebecca R. Turner 
Director of Forest Policy 
American Forests 
Washington, DC  
 
Susan Arnold  
Director of Conservation 
Appalachian Mountain Club  
Boston, MA  
 
Larry Lloyd 
Senior Ecologist 
Berks County Conservancy 
Reading, PA 
 
Kieran Roe 
Executive Director 
Carolina Mountain Land Conservancy 
Hendersonville, NC 
 
Mark Andre 
Director Environmental Services  
City of Arcata 
Arcata, CA 

Rebecca Salminen Witt 
Board Chair 
Communities Committee of the 7th 
American Forest Congress 
 
Martha West Lyman 
Director 
Community Forest Collaborative 
Manchester, NH 
 
Dan Sakura  
Director of Real Estate 
Conservation Fund  
Arlington, Virginia  
 
Dave Werntz  
Science and Conservation Director 
Conservation Northwest 
Bellingham, WA 
 
Mark Lovelace 
3rd District Supervisor 
County of Humboldt 
Eureka, CA   
 
Pat Byington 
Director 
Eastern Forest Partnership 
Birmingham, AL 



Michael DeBonis 
Executive Director 
Forest Guild 
Sante Fe, NM 
 
Brian Kelly 
Restoration Coordinator 
Hells Canyon Preservation Council 
La Grande, OR  
 
Owen Fairbank  
Board President 
Jefferson Land Trust 
Port Townsend, WA  
 
Russell Shay  
Director of Public Policy 
Land Trust Alliance  
Washington, DC  
 
Paul Carlson  
Executive Director 
Land Trust for the Little Tennessee 
Franklin, NC  
 
Ryan Owens 
Executive Director 
Monadnock Conservancy 
Keene, NH 
 
Jay McLaughlin  
Executive Director 
Mt. Adams Resource Stewards  
Glenwood, WA  
 
Colin Donohue  
Executive Director 
National Network of Forest Practitioners 
Athens, OH 
 
Carol Andrews 
Executive Director 
NH Assn. of Conservation Commissions 
Concord, NH  
 
Julia Somers 
Executive Director 
New Jersey Highlands Coalition 
 
Camilla M. Herlevich 
Executive Director 
North Carolina Coastal Land Trust 
Wilmington, NC  

Rob Riley 
Executive Director 
Northern Forest Center 
Concord, NH 
 
Thomas F. Horn 
Senior Vice-President 
Quebec-Labrador Foundation  
Montpelier, VT 
 
Nancy Perlson  
Executive Director 
Rangeley Lakes Heritage Trust 
Oquossoc, ME  
 
Hilary White 
Director 
Sheep Mountain Alliance 
Telluride, CO  
 
Athan Manuel 
Director of Land Protection 
Sierra Club 
Washington, DC 
 
Carl Silverstein 
Executive Director 
Southern Appalachian Highlands 
Conservancy 
Asheville, NC 
 
Steve Rohde 
Director 
Sustainable Forest Futures 
Concord, NH 
 
Anne Dahl 
President 
Swan Ecosystem Center 
Condon, MT  
 
Derek Halberg 
Executive Director 
Tar River Land Conservancy 
Louisburg, NC  
 
 

Nick Goulette 
Executive Director 
Watershed Research and Training Center 
Hayfork, CA  
 



Alan Rowsome 
Director of Conservation Funding 
The Wilderness Society 
Washington, DC  
 
Gil Livingston 
President 
Vermont Land Trust 
Montpelier, VT  
 
Putnam Blodgett 
Board President 
Vermont Woodlands Association 
Rutland, VT 
 
Thomas D. Saunders 
President and CEO 
Western Pennsylvania Conservancy 
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
 
 


