PENNSYLVANIA SEASONAL POOL REGISTRY 

GETTING STARTED 

SAFETY

Visit these websites for information on how to plan a visit to a seasonal pool, including safety tips and proper protocol:
The Vernal Pool Association

http://www.vernalpool.org/vrntip00.htm
The Vernal Pools site sponsored by the Roger Tory Peterson Institute of Natural History.

http://www.vernalpools.rtpi.org/index.htm
TIMING YOUR VISIT

The best time to visit a seasonal pool is in the early spring when you have the best chance of observing the species mentioned above.  Typically two or more visits are needed to a particular pond to catch amphibian movements, or to document a pool when it has water and when it is dry.

FINDING POOLS

Seasonal pools are by nature difficult to find.  A simple method is to take nighttime walks or drives through the woods in the early spring months of March and April.  The quacking chorus of wood frogs carries a good distance and is a sure sign a seasonal pool is nearby.

If you live close to state owned lands, you might start with a call to the land manager or park naturalist.  You can find larger seasonal pools on USGS 1:24,000 topographic maps.  Look for wetland areas that are not connected to streams or lakes such as isolated depressional wetlands in uplands, riparian areas, on slopes, and in forested areas.  

A better map for finding potential seasonal pools is the U.S. Fish and Wildlife National Wetland Inventory maps.  Look for the following wetland types that may contain some seasonal pools (EPA 2005):
· PUB:   Ponds, palustrine unconsolidated bottom

· POW:  Ponds, palustrine open water

· PEM:   Marshes and wet meadows (palustrine emergent)

· PAB:   Palustrine aquatic bed

· PSS:   Shrub swamps (palustrine scrub shrub)

· PFO:  Forested wetlands (palustrine forested). 

FIELD EQUIPMENT

	Navigation and Safety
	Note Taking
	Field Survey 
	Identification

	Compass or GPS unit
	Clipboard
	Camera
	Field Guides

	Maps
	Waterproof notebook
	Binoculars
	Dip Net

	Cell Phone
	Pencil
	Tape recorder
	Magnifying Glass

	GPS Unit
	Seasonal Pool Registry Form
	Measuring tape
	Glass Jar

	Flashlight
	
	Wading boots
	

	Insect repellent
	
	Water / air thermometer
	

	Sunscreen
	
	Water chemistry equipment
	

	Water
	
	Extra batteries
	

	Extra batteries
	
	
	


FIELD GUIDES

We recommend use of the following guides to help you identify the reptiles, amphibians, and invertebrates that may be found in or near seasonal pools.  Note that these guides contain some species that may be uncommon, rare, or not found in PA.  Table 1 lists species that do not occur in Pennsylvania, or are uncommonly encountered.  If you do encounter these species, photograph the species if possible and contact the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy.  Please take extra care not to disturb or harm these animals.  It is especially important that you not take any seasonal pool animals into captivity.

EPA 2005:  Brown, L. J. and R. E. Jung. 2005.  An Introduction to Mid-Atlantic Seasonal Pools, EPA/903/B-05/001.  U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Mid-Atlantic Integrated Assessment, Ft. Meade, Maryland.  The ‘EPA 2005’ publication can be downloaded from this website last accessed January 20, 2006: http://epa.gov/maia/html/SeasonalPools_PDF.html.  

Hulse 2001:  Hulse, A. C., C. J. McCoy, and E. J. Censky.  2001.  Amphibians and Reptiles of Pennsylvania and the Northeast.  Cornell University Press, Ithaca, New York.

K&B 2000:  Kenney, L. P., and M. R.  Burne. 2000.  A Field Guide to the Animals of Vernal Pools.  Massachusetts Division of Fisheries & Wildlife Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program.  Westborough, MA. 

RTPI:  Roger Tory Peterson Institute of Natural History.  Vernal Pools: A monitoring project linking the outdoors to the curriculum: Online Field Guides.  Website last accessed January 20, 2006 at http://vernalpools.rtpi.org/guides/fieldguides.htm.

Table 1.

	Common Name
	Scientific Name
	Status in PA
	References

	FROGS & TOADS
	
	
	

	Northern Cricket Frog
	Acris crepitans
	Rare (S2) in s.e. PA in the coastal plain, piedmont, & eastern-most portion of the ridge & valley province.
	Hulse, 2001

	Eastern Narrow-Mouthed Toad
	Gastrophryne carolinensis
	Not found in PA
	EPA 2005

	Pine Barrens Treefrog
	Hyla andersonii
	Not found in PA
	EPA 2005

	Cope’s Gray Treefrog
	Hyla chrysoscelis
	Presence in PA uncertain, possibly rare in s.w. PA
	Hulse 2001

	Pine Woods Treefrog
	Hyla femoralis
	Not found in PA
	EPA 2005

	Barking Treefrog
	Hyla gratiosa
	Not found in PA
	EPA 2005

	Mountain Chorus Frog
	Pseudacris brachyphona
	Rare (S2) in s.w. corner of state in counties west of the Allegheny Front
	Hulse 2001

	Brimley’s Chorus Frog
	Pseudacris brimleyi
	Not found in PA
	EPA 2005

	Chorus Frog
	Pseudacris triseriata
	Rare (S2)
	Hulse, 2001

	Western Chorus Frog
	Pseudacris t. triseriata
	Rare (NR) in the western-most PA counties in the Allegheny Plateau.
	Hulse, 2001

	Upland Chorus Frog
	Pseudacris t. feriarum
	Rare (S1) in the piedmont of Chester & Montgomery Counties.  Also in the south and central portions of the Ridge & Valley Province.
	Hulse, 2001

	New Jersey Chorus Frog
	Pseudacris t. kalmi
	Rare (NR) in the extreme s.e. corner of the state in the coastal plain.
	Hulse, 2001

	Northern Leopard Frog
	Rana pipiens
	Uncommon (S3) 
	Hulse 2001

	Mink Frog
	Rana septentrionalis
	Not found in PA
	Hulse 2001

	Southern Leopard Frog
	Rana sphenocephala


	Rare (S1), only known from se portion of state in the coastal plain of the lower Delaware Valley.
	Hulse 2001

	Carpenter Frog
	Rana virgatipes
	Not found in PA
	EPA 2005

	Eastern Spadefoot
	Scaphiopus holbrookii
	Rare (S1) in Cumberland & Susquehanna Valleys.
	Hulse 2001

	SALAMANDERS
	
	
	

	Blue-spotted Salamander
	Ambystoma laterale
	Presence in PA uncertain, possibly rare in n.e. PA, may be hybridizing w/ A. jeffersonianum.
	Hulse 2001

	Mabee’s Salamander
	Ambystoma mabeei
	Not found in PA
	EPA 2005

	Mole Salamander
	Ambystoma talpoideum
	Not found in PA
	EPA 2005

	Eastern Tiger Salamander
	Ambystoma tigrinum
	Gone / extirpated (SX) from PA.
	Hulse 2001

	TURTLES
	
	
	

	Blanding’s Turtle
	Emydoidea blandingii
	Rare (S1), occasional individuals in northwestern-most corner of the state.


	Hulse 2001

	Plymouth Redbelly Turtle
	Pseudemys rubriventris bangsi
	Not found in PA
	K&B 2000

	Northern Diamondback Terrapin
	Malaclemys terrapin terrapin
	Not found in PA
	Hulse 2001
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